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Inside this issue: 

SRVS Makes  
a Difference: 

• This Holiday season, over 
130 individuals with need 
will receive gifts through 
our Christmas Angel  

       program.  
 
• SRVS employees raised 

over $32,000 for United 
Way, all of which comes 
back to SRVS. 

 
• Daily, we employ 227 

individuals with develop-
mental disabilities 
through SOS Industries, 
community enclaves and 
SETS janitorial/
landscaping crews. 

 

• Since June, we have 
found or are helping to 
find community jobs for 
84 individuals. 

 
 
 

     For most people, spending a few 

minutes of your valuable time to sit 

and imagine is a thing of the past. 

However, SRVS suggests that you take 

a few moments to join  us as we 

“Imagine the PossABILITIES” for the 

individuals that we serve. 

     It’s not hard to imagine that peo-

ple with developmental disabilities 

want to live in their own homes, want 

to work where they feel safe, and 

want to learn new skills. SRVS is the 

place that makes these desires be-

come reality. 

     Doing so requires a large amount 

of time, effort, energy, and of course, 

money. This is where we need your 

help. This winter, SRVS will begin the 

“Imagine the PossABILITIES” annual 

campaign. We encourage you to read 

about how every day, SRVS helps over 

800 people with developmental dis-

abilities lead active and productive 

lives. 

     And if you find yourself imagin-

ing, consider making a donation to 

the annual campaign. These dona-

tions help individuals like Rebecca, 

whose story you can find on page 

two, along with many others to live 

active and productive lives. 

     We look forward to working with 

you further to “Imagine the Poss-

ABILITIES,” and thank you in advance 

for your participation in this year’s 

Annual Campaign. 

USE YOUR “IMAGINATION” 
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SPIR IT  OF  SRVS SETS  RECORDS  
     Some people came for the danc-

ing. Some came to sample a glass of 

the world’s finest wines and beers, or 

to taste food from the area’s top res-

taurants. Still others came to get a 

good deal on some great auction 

items. But no matter what brought 

people to the 6th annual Spirit of 

SRVS, all who came helped this year’s 

event to be the most successful yet! 

With over 600 in attendance and 

almost 500 auction items, this year’s 

Spirit of SRVS was definitely one for 

the record books. We raised a net to-

tal of $62,000 through sponsorships, 

auction items, individual donations 

and ticket purchases to support SRVS’ 

programs. 

The evening at the Hilton Memphis 

was filled with entertainment by Ho-

rizon with Erica Middleton, a special 

performance by the Night Fever Danc-

ers, and culinary delights from res-

taurants such as Equestria, Yia Yia’s, 

and Bhan Thai.  Guests enjoyed silent 

auction items ranging from bottles of 

fine wine to dinners at area restau-

rants to live auction items for trips to 

Florida and California.  

     We would like to thank all of the 

sponsors, volunteers and SRVS staff 

members that helped make this won-

derful night happen! 
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Remember the memories of field 
trips in school? Riding the bus 
with friends, sight seeing and 
learning all rolled into one. That, 
plus much more, is what Rebecca, 
a teenager who has moderate 
mental retardation and ADHD, 
was able to do on her spring 
break from Georgian Hills Junior 
High School this past April.  With 
the support of her teacher, Mrs. 
Sims, she and three of her SRVS 
staff, as well as the rest of her 12 
special needs classmates, were 
able to go to New York City. 
 
The trip is traditionally taken by 
regular 9th grade students, but 
through various fundraisers, they  
accumulated the money necessary 
for the nearly 50 regular and spe-
cial needs kids that wanted to 
take the trip.  Through all of their 
hard work and donations, the spe-
cial needs class alone was able to 
raise over the amount that they 
needed for a grand total of 
$8,000. 

The group was able to stay in New 
York City for four days and saw 
everything from the Statue of Lib-
erty to Central Park. The group 
also got to experience a trip to 
Harlem, Ground Zero, NBC Stu-
dios, Manhattan, Rockefeller Cen-
ter and a performance at the 
Apollo.  
 
Since returning, Rebecca’s staff 
feel like she has a renewed sense 
of independence. She stands taller 
now that she has seen the sights 
of the Big Apple. She recognized 
that she was somewhere new and 
different and really began to show 
improvements in her behaviors 
after getting the freedom of mak-
ing so many choices while on the 
trip.  Rebecca reached her goal of 
independence and a higher level 
of productivity by getting to 
travel, help with all aspects of the 
trip and see a whole new world 
she would’ve otherwise not been 
able to see. This trip was truly an 
accomplishment for Rebecca! 

T A K I N G  A  B I T E  F R O M  T H E  B I G  A P P L E  

SRVS’ excellence continues to 
shine, as three of our best and 
brightest were recently honored by 
the Tennessee Network of Commu-
nity Organizations. Executive Di-
rector Jeffrie Bruton, Board Chair-
man Harvey Middleton, and Direct 
Services Professional Jackie Joiner 
all received awards at the TNCO 
Annual Conference in Nashville. 
 
Bruton was named Executive Direc-
tor of the Year by TNCO for her 
service on the TNCO Board of Di-
rectors. Bruton has served Presi-
dent of TNCO and Chair of the 
Governmental Affairs Committee, 
as well as on the Finance Commit-
tee, Executive Committee, and as 
Treasurer.  
 
Harvey Middleton was chosen as 
Volunteer of the Year for his ser-
vice as Chairman of the Board for 
SRVS.  As a volunteer since 1986, 
Middleton has served as Treasurer, 
1st Vice Chair and currently serves 
as Chairperson of the Board. He is 
a member of the Executive Com-
mittee, the Finance Committee and 
the Fundraising Committee.  He’s 
also served in various capacities 
with our Annual Fundraiser, the 
Spirit of SRVS: A Wine-Tasting & 
Silent Auction  
 
SRVS had yet another team mem-
ber honored, as Jacqueline Joiner 
was selected as the Direct Support 
Professional of the Year.  
 
Joiner has been with SRVS as a Di-
rect Support Professional for over 
16 years at the Kramer Day Center. 
She was specifically recognized for 
her ability to work as part of a 
team and provide a positive, nur-
turing and productive atmosphere 
for the individuals with whom she 
works.   

T N C O  H O N O R S  
B E S T  O F  S R V S  

A WORD FROM JEFFRIE 
As you see in the adja-
cent story, I recently 
received the award for 
Executive Director of the 
Year from the Tennessee 
Network of Community 
Organizations, or TNCO. 
While I was honored to 
be nominated for such an award, 
I have always thought that the 
people who truly should be cele-
brated are the individuals with 
developmental disabilities that 
we serve. These individuals 
work extremely hard to achieve 
a multitude of personal goals, 
such as self-sufficiency, mean-
ingful employment, and a vari-
ety of other hopes and dreams. 

    Another group that 
deserves to be in the 
spotlight is the SRVS 
staff members. These 
professionals work ex-
tremely hard to help our 
individuals achieve their 
goals, often putting in 

long hours and going above and 
beyond the call of duty. With-
out their commitment, SRVS 
would not be able to provide 
the high level of support that 
we have been known for since 
1962. Please join me in ap-
plauding these wonderful peo-
ple. 
  - Jeffrie Bruton 
        Executive Director 
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Presenting Sponsors 
Hilton Memphis 
News Talk 600 WREC 
Southwestern Distributing 
 
Champaign ($5,000) 
Guardian Healthcare Providers 
 
Merlot ($2,500) 
Schiefflin & Company 
 
Cabernet Sauvignon ($1,000) 
American Airlines 
Conwood Company 
Cook & Huddleston 
Federal Express 
Memphis Light Gas & Water 
Wal-mart 
 
Chardonnay ($500) 
Employee Benefit Specialists, Inc. 
Martin Regan, Jr. 
Rheumatology &  
   Dermatology Associates 
Reynolds, Bone & Griesbeck 
 
Sauvignon Blanc ($250) 
American Tuxedo 
Bank of Bartlett 
Blockbuster Video 
Gaylon Booker 
Dobbs Honda 
HealthQuest 
Independent Therapy Network 
Jacobson Industrial Service 
Kindred Pharmacy Services 
Marsh USA, Inc. 
Merle Norman Cosmetics  
   (Sara Garrett) 
Opera Memphis 
SRVS – Kramer Activity Center    
   Parent Guardian Association 
Theatre Memphis 
 
Restaurant Sponsors 
Bari 
Bhan Thai 
Capriccio Grill, Peabody Hotel 
Central BBQ 
Equestria Restaurant 
Hilton Memphis 
Holiday Inn,  
   University of Memphis 
Seasons at the White Church 
Yia Yia’s 
 
 
In-Kind Sponsors 
Boise Paper Products 
Happy Trees 
Kroger 
Unisource 
 
 

Spirit of SRVS Partners  
Dr. Brent Addington 
Sudhir K. Agrawal,  
   CDFA, CFP, CPA 
Allied Domecq 
AutoZone Liberty Bowl 
John and Wanda Barzizza 
Wanda Barzizza 
Berman Industries 
Boise Paper Products 
Gaylon Booker 
Brother International 
Buster's Liquors 
Cheers Wines & Spirits 
Coleman Taylor Transmissions 
Colonial Country Club 
Delta Kirby 
Lynda Dionne 
Dr. Gary Earhart 
Eeclair Designs 
Elvis Presley Enterprises 
Equestria 
Pat & David Farris 
Federal Express 
Fountain Art Gallery 
Franklin Covey 
Friends of SRVS  
Functional Independence 
Dr. Dwain Gaither, P.C. 
Germantown Day Spa 
Gloria's Mother of the Bride 
Gossett Car Care Center 
Grand Casino Tunica 
Hogwild BBQ 
Horseshoe Casino and Hotel 
Hubbard's Summer Hardware 
Bill Huddleston 
Huey's 
Hunter Fan Comany 
Frank Langford 
Lucchesi's-Collierville 
Madison Hotel Memphis 
Edwin McSwine 
Leslie Mahaffey, MS, RD, LDN 
Mednikow Jewelers 
Memphis Marriott Downtown 
Frances & Bob Metheny 
Tracee Miller 
Millington Quilting Guild 
Mills Enterprises 
Bob & Charlotte Neal 
Northwest Airlink/ 
   Pinnacle Airlines 
Opera Memphis 
Orpheum Theatre 
Donna Palmer 
Robert L. Parrish, DDS 
Peggy Pelt 
frank d. robinson 
Rose Imports 
Royal Furniture 
Hunter & Nancy Ryan 
Seasons at the White Church 
Security Consultants 

Shaw Ross Imports 
Shields Fine Wines 
Sidney Frank Imports 
Skyy Spirits 
The Crystal Bead Boutique 
The French Riviera Spa 
Theatre Memphis 
Time Warner Cable 
Topmost Chemical 
Trinchero Family Estates 
TruGreen ChemLawn/Mike Gooch 
Unisource  
Virginia Rippee and Associates  
    Interior Design 
Patricia Wilson 
Steve Ziskind 
 
 
Spirit of SRVS Friends  
Anonymous 
Ben & Nyoka Beer 
Craig & Diane Brown 
Patsy Burke 
Janie Charles 
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Cockroft, Sr. 
Coda's Liquor Store 
Neil & Susan Cohen 
James & Maretta Countess 
Mary Crumby 
Martin B. Daniel 
Paul Drake 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Eberle III 
Oneita Evans 
Carroll Fay 
Robert & Cornell Franklin 
Kathleen N. Gomes 
John & Christine Hanneken 
Susan Hedgepeth 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Hood 
HYC Logistics 
D. H. King 
Richard & Kathryn Lind 
Dr. Bruce Lynch 
Dr. Gary Mantell 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Mason 
Del & Jo Ann Mercer 
Marshall & Carol Morris 
Nita Melton Nichols 
Howard P. Parris, Jr. 
Dana Sue Percer 
Daniel & Thelma Pizzullo 
Bobbie Plunk 
Charles Reaves 
Dr. Daniel L. Reaves 
Debbie Riley 
Mrs. Patricia Shelton 
Don & Marie Stark 
Paul & Cynthia Stark 
State Farm Insurance 
Michael & Tempe Thompson 
Johnie Thornton 
Norman Towbin, DDS 
Lewis & Jane Wood 
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  SRVS People & Progress is produced quarterly by SRVS for individuals, their families, staff members, individual donors  
and our many supportive friends in  corporations, foundations and government. We gratefully acknowledge the funding 
support of the Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation; Tennessee Department of Human Services 
(Division of Rehabilitation Services); City of Memphis and Shelby County Government, United Way of the Mid-South; Title 
V Program support from Senior Services, Inc. and US Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 
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SRVS has 80 facilities serving the needs of local citizens with developmental disabilities. 

Thank you to the Olberding Family for 

hosting SRVS first-ever home furnishing 

and décor donation drive. Thanks to their 

hard work, we raised multiple truck loads 

full of various household donations, in-

cluding pictures, knick-knacks, appli-

ances, furniture, & bedding items. 

 

Home Décor Drive a Success 

If you would like to begin receiving an 
electronic edition of People &  

Progress, please send your name and 
email address to  

matthew.washburn@srvs.org 

NEWS & NOTES 
• Congratulations to the Kramer Activity Center and the 

Residential Day Habilitation Program for receiving the 
City of Memphis, Human Services Grant. This grant of 
over $21,000 will be used to implement a Sensory Pro-
ject. 

 
• The first ever “SRVS in September” celebration was held 

on September 10 at New Hope Christian Church. Over 
200 SRVS individuals and staff attended the picnic, and 
enjoyed the food, dancing, games and much more! 

 
• Efforts are still being made to lobby state legislators in 

regards to the Direct Support Professionals bill, which 
would raise the pay level for DSP’s at SRVS. If you would 
like to assist in these efforts, please contact Melinda 
Rodgers at 901.869.9207. 

 
  


