
 

Toy Gift Guide  
What: Books 

Who: All ages 

Why: Books are great for kiddos of all ages! Your child can develop speech and language 
skills, while also working on fine motor skills when turning the pages. Encourage kids to 
identify or describe the pictures. Bonus: search for books with textures, flaps, mirrors, or 
other special components! 

Where: Walmart, Target, Amazon, Usborne Books & More, TJ Maxx 

Looks like: 

 

What: Bubbles 

Who: All ages 

Why: Your child can develop oral motor skills (blowing the bubbles) and finger isolation 
(popping bubbles) in a fun way! This toy also enhances your child’s visual tracking, visual 

perception, and attention to tasks. Target verbs (blow, pop, stomp, catch) and sizes, too! 

Where: Walmart, Amazon 

Looks like: 

 

 



What: Stacking cups 

Who: 6+ months 

Why: This fun toy has unlimited opportunities for learning! Kids can work on motor skills, eye 
hand coordination, sorting (big/small, tall/short, or colors), counting skills, and identifying 
colors. Your child can stack them, fill them, and so much more! Remember to use simple 
words for little ones, such as “up/down” and “in/out.” 

Where: Walmart, Target, Amazon 

Looks like: 

 
 

What: Stacking blocks 

Who: 6+ months 

Why: These soft and stackable blocks are great for imaginary and constructional play! Your 
child can build designs while learning numbers, colors, and more. 

Where: Amazon, Walmart, Target, Norman & Jules 

Looks like: 

   



 
 
 
What: Shape sorter 

Who: 6+ months 

Why: This toy targets visual perception, shape and color identification, grasping skills, hand 
strength, and problem solving. You can remove the lid, and kids will love putting blocks in 
and dumping them out. (Remember to model the words “in/out.”) You can then put on the lid 

and encourage children to put the blocks in the right spot. So many opportunities for learning! 

Where: Walmart, Amazon, Target 

Looks like: 

 

 

 

What: Dimpl 

Who: 10+ months 

Why: This fun cause and effect toy will help your child develop finger isolation skills, fine 
motor coordination, color identification, and sensory exploration with the silicone textures. 

Model the word “pop!” as you play. Bonus: it’s small, light, and portable! 

Where: Walmart, Target, Amazon 

Looks like: 

 

 
 



What: Mega blocks 

Who: 12+ months 

Why: These jumbo sized lego-like blocks are great for fine motor strength and coordination! 
They allow children to use their imagination while building strong hands in a fun way. You can 
also work with kids on sharing and turn-taking! 

Where: Walmart, Target, Amazon 

Looks like: 

 

What: Spin Again 

Who: 12+ months 

Why: With this toy, your child will improve eye-hand coordination, cause and effect, motor 
skills, fine motor dexterity, tactile input provided by various textures, color identification, 

and counting. Kids will also learn how to twist and spin items, which will help grow 
independence to open containers! (Label actions by saying, “Spin!” and “Twist it!”) 

Where: Walmart, Target, Amazon 

Looks like: 

 



 
 
 

What: Pipsqueak crayons and markers 

Who: 15+ months 

Why: Coloring and drawing are a great way to learn skills that will carry over into academic 
success, including following directions. Using these short crayons and markers not only allows 
your child to show you their creative art skills, but it also encourages a proper tripod grasp on 

the crayon or marker, which is great for development! 

Where: Walmart, Target, Amazon 

Look like: 

 

 
 

What: Toy farm 

Who: 18+ months 

Why: This toy is great for improving pretend play skills while addressing attention to task, 

social skills, motor coordination, and identifying animals. This farm includes a variety of 
textures that will address tactile input of your child’s hands. You can also add auditory input 

by making the animal noises with your child, which helps to increase early language skills. 
Tip: sing “Old McDonald” while playing! 

Where: Walmart, Target, Amazon 

Looks like:  

 



 
 
 
What: Puzzles 

Who: 18+ months 

Why: Puzzles enhance your child’s problem solving skills! With these, you can match and 
identify items, form constancy, target visual perception skills, improve fine motor 
coordination, and develop grasp patterns. Your child will have fun putting the pieces together 

and completing a task! 

Where: Walmart, Amazon, Target, Dollar Tree, TJ Maxx 

Looks like: 

 

 

 

What: “Spike” the hedgehog 

Who: 18+ months 

Why: Your child will love Spike! Removing the colored pegs addresses grasp pattern, while 
replacing the pegs addresses visual perception skills, eye-hand coordination, and hand 

strength. Also target color identification and counting skills! 

Where: Walmart, Target, Amazon 

Looks like: 

 

 



What: Dressup 

Who: 2+ years 

Why: Playing dressup fosters a kids’ imagination! The opportunities for language are endless 
(identifying and labeling body parts and clothing items, following directions), and they can 
practice the functional skill of dressing and undressing themselves. 

Where: Walmart, Target, Amazon, shopDisney 

Looks like:  

 

 

What: Potato Heads 

Who: 2+ years 

Why: Target body parts, clothing items, verbs (push/pull), and spatial concepts (in/out)! This 
toy is also great for children developing fine motor skills. 

Where: Walmart, Target, Amazon 

Looks like: 

 



 
 

What: Play-Doh 

Who: 2+ years 

Why: This toy is great for hand strengthening while providing tactile input for your child’s 
growing hands! Kids can use their imagination to build anything, while improving fine motor 
and visual perception skills. Your child can even learn letters, numbers, shapes, colors, and 
body awareness using Play-Doh! 

Where: Walmart, Target, Amazon, Dollar Tree 

Looks like: 

 

 

What: Stringing beads 

Who: 2.5+ years 

Why: This fun toy assists in the development of fine motor coordination, eye hand 
coordination, color and shape recognition, visual perception skills, and problem solving skills. 

Teach spatial concepts by using words “on/off.” Children will learn while creating! 

Where: Amazon, Walmart, Target 

Looks like: 

 

 

 



GROSS MOTOR TOYS 

 

What: Sassy Baby Sensory Development Floor Mirror 

Who: 0-24 Months 

Why: It’s perfect for tummy time activities to facilitate upright head position and weight 
shifting to reach for mirror or attached spin/crinkle toys. 

Where: Target, Walmart, Amazon, Bed Bath and Beyond, BuyBuy Baby 

Looks like: 

 
 

What: Fisher Price Deluxe Kick and Play Piano Gym 

Who: 0-36 months 

Why: This is an amazing toy for activities on a child’s back to address hand eye coordination, 
tummy time to interact with cause and effect toys, and sitting while engaging with cause and 

effect toys in addition to hand eye coordination. 

Where: Target, Walmart, Amazon, Bed Bath and Beyond, BuyBuy Baby 

What it looks like: 

 



 

What: Tummy Time Water Play Mat 

Who: 3-12 months 

Why: This is great for tummy time and to improve sitting balance once your child can sit 
independently on a level surface, as the water mat surface is slightly dynamic. 

Where: Amazon, Target, Walmart 

Looks like: 

 

 
 

What: Learning Table 

Who: 6-36 months 

Why: This is an awesome toy for cognitive development, fine and gross motor skills, and eye-
hand coordination. This toy can be used when a child is sitting (take two legs off) and in 
standing (with adult assistance/supervision, can also practice pulling up to standing and 

cruising). 

Where: Target, Walmart, Amazon 

Looks like: Keep in mind they all may look a little different! 

 



 
 

What: Ride-on toy 

Who: 1-3 years 

Why: This is a great way to address gross motor coordination, balance, and body eye 
coordination! Work on commands by teaching and making a game out of “stop/go.” 

Where: Walmart, Target, Amazon, Macy’s 

Looks like: 

 

What: Balls 

Who: 12+ months 

Why: A simple ball can be used to practice throwing, catching, kicking, and bouncing. It’s 
also great for following directions! Balls also help to improve eye-hand coordination and 

higher level gross motor skills. 

Where: Amazon, Target, Walmart 

Looks like: Keep in mind they all may look a little different! 

 

 
 
 



What: Turtle Target Action Game 

Who: 3+ years 

Why: Games that involve throwing to a target are terrific fo eye-hand coordination and 
development of gross motor skills.  

Wheret: Target, Amazon, Melissa & Doug 

Looks like: 

 

 

What: Obstacle course 

Who: 3+ years 

Why: Obstacles courses are a fun way to address higher level balance skills! A child may need 
to hold your hand at first until safely able to complete the obstacle course independently. 

Where: Amazon, Walmart 

Looks like: Keep in mind, they can all look a little different! 

  

 

 



 

SENSORY TOYS 

 

What: Textured teethers and rings 

Who: 0-6 months 

Why: A great and safe way to satisfy little ones who love putting everything in their mouth! 

Where: Amazon 

Looks like:  

 

 

What: Sit and Spin 

Who: 18+ months 

Why: Spinning will provide great vestibular input for your child at his/her own pace. Your 
child controls how fast or slow they are spinning, which will help them learn what his/her 

body needs in order to regulate the sensory system. 

Where: Amazon 

Looks like:  

 



 

What: Trampoline 

Who: 2.5+ years 

Why: Your child will have fun safely jumping on this trampoline while obtaining 
proprioceptive and vestibular input. This type of sensory input allows your child to become 
more aware of where their body is in space and how their body responds to movement. This 
fun toy also addresses gross motor coordination! Make it a game by saying “ready, set, go” 
and “Stop!” 

Where: Target 

Looks like:  

 

What: Scooter board 

Who: 3+ years 

Why: There are endless opportunities with a scooter board! Kids can push themselves on their 
belly or while sitting on their bottom. They can also push a sibling, friend, or parent! Using a 

scooter board provides great proprioceptive input so your child can be aware of where they 

are in space. It also provides heavy work, which typically calms the sensory system. 

Where: Amazon 

Looks like:  

 

 
 



What: Sensory swing 

Who: 3+ years 

Why: This sensory swing will give your child the proprioceptive input similar to that of a hug. 
It also provides vestibular input when pushed. To calm your child’s sensory system, swing 
them in a slow forward and back motion, or to alert your child’s sensory system, swing them 
in a quick circular motion! 

Where: Amazon 

Looks like:  

 

 

What: Kinetic sand 

Who: 3+ years 

Why: Kinetic sand is a great tactile experience for children. They will have a blast building 
and creating different designs while exploring the sandy texture. Your child can squeeze the 

sand to feel a deep pressure in his/her hands, which is typically calming and can help kids 
organize their sensory system! 

Where: Lakeshore Learning 

Looks like:  

 



 
 

What: Sensory bins 

Who: 3+ years 

Why: Sensory bins are another great tactile activity for kids! Children can explore and learn 
by engaging their senses in a calming way. These encourage and support development and can 
be themed for holidays, seasons, or academic skills. 

Where: Lakeshore Learning, Etsy, or make your own! 

Looks like: Keep in mind, they can all look a little different! 

 
 

 

Thanks for reading! 

 

Follow us at 

www.facebook.com/srvskids 

and on Instagram @srvskids 

 

Happy holidays from all of us at 

 

http://www.facebook.com/srvskids

